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i - Introduction to the Indian Census

India’s official headcount — powering planning, policy and progress.

History & Milestones - J - Legal & Constitutional Framework

Key moments that shaped the 7 N backbons Gihianan

evolution of the Census in India. \ / . \ - I::'ahz:‘nd Mb‘:h‘c;‘sm =

‘// q ‘s,
1951 - First Post-independence Census / m \ -
Marked the beginning of independent | & | Article 82 - Delimitation Commission
LR : y 3 M
India's data-driven governance. ) | The Indian Mandates the Delimitation Commnsf'on,' rozen
. Census ,l until 3(23_6 through the 84th Constitutional
m 2011 Census - 15th Overall, 7th After Independence \ . _ J Amendment.
Continuing a legacy that began with the first \ The °m"‘! enumeration \
Census in 1872 and formalized by the 1948 Act. \ ¥ Popution conducted. ./ — —
"";:1“"7 b‘;"“ / 87th Constitutional Amendment
20217 Census — Not Held - g Mandates delimitation on the basis of the
Postponed due to COVID-19; next expected — 2001 Census.
in late 2024.
:v"h'pt::& "“po:‘m:the = Authority & Conduct Global Significance
Y STSUS el o, Who conducts the Cemus and India's leadership in demographic
under what authority. \ statistical practices.
Cad /./' + |
Fo® .l[l Office of the Registrar General
Population Count  Policy & Planning  Equity & Representation  Evidence for Decisions 2\ & Census Commissioner of India India was the first country in the world
Provides the official  Guides development  Ensures fair distribution Supports research, Conducted under the Ministry of Home to adopt Family Planning,
: of political and monitoring and :
public resources informed gaeemance. Affairs (MoHA). |
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e The first non-synchronised or incomplete
Census took place in 1872 during the
tenure of Viceroy Lord Mayo.

® The first complete and synchronised
" Census occurred in 1881 under
Lord Ripon.

e W.C. Plowden served as the Census
Commissioner during the first complete census.

i
-

_ o Henry Walter is known as the Father of * | census J
the Indian Census. p He is proudly remembered as
v =l J the Father of the Indian Census.

_ ® The first Census of a city was conducted -
in Dacca in 1830.
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€ who Conducted It? )

O Phases of Census .
» House Listing
ﬁ‘ (April-Sep 2010)

h » Population Enumeration
(9-28 Feb 2011)

e Motto of Census «.\j: |

‘ f" “Our Census, Our Future”

e Coverage

Data was gathered across o Hh_

35 States/UTs
and 640 Districts.

The Registrar General was

C.M. Chandramouli
(currently M.K. Narayan)

{ = Key Statistics <
G Male Population _

e Total Population

6. Y 3 1210.2 Million
. (1.21 Billion)

17.5% of the
. global population

Chma

19.4% of the
global population
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POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN INDIA

India’s population is unevenly distributed across states, UTs,
districts and cities.

\ 1 /

STATE UNION TERRITORY (UT) DISTRICT CITY
Broadest administrative unit; Administrative areas under Sub-state unit; captures Urban local bodies;
shows population across union government; regional population reflects population in
Indian states. population varies widely. concentration. major urban centers.
— ) ( ) r | ( )
HIGHEST LOWEST HIGHEST LOWEST HIGHEST LOWEST HIGHEST LOWEST
z ra f 3 M o W 4
" il ﬁ
Uttar Pradesh Sikkim —+ Mizoram Delhi Lakshadweep Thane Dibang Valley Mumbai Kapurthala
(16% of total India) - Arunachal (State + UT) (Maharashtra) (Arunachal
-+ Maharashtra -+ Bihar Highest population Pradesh) Largest city; Smallest city in
Most poputous stote Least populous states; among UTs; Smollest UT by MW Lacst pepulous financiol capitol terms of
driving notional smoll share of Indio's national capitol areo and = dliw‘ "M" of district, remote and commercial poputation.
demogrophics. totol populotion odvontoge. popuilation. °"°'""‘m ond sparsely powerhouse.
m‘ * " m"'d.

| KEY TAKEAWAY

* According to the 2011 Census N~ , e
E « Largest UT (Area wise): Andaman and Nicobar ey T -Q- Population concentration is highest in states, districts
e

nd cities with bett ; jties,
» Smallest UT (Area wise): Lakshadweep SNG CRIeS Wit er economic opportunities

connectivity and infrastructure.
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. Growth Rate ;@&

By Sex (Average Annual Growth Rate)

/ig ® The average annual

=, Censuses of India, 1901-2011 (¢ ¢
Y lati Change in Population | Percent Change )
growth rate was 1.64%. Year Po: :m s el
/r"" | ‘ - a m
® Decadal growth rate (2001-2011) ! 1901 | 238,396,327 = -
L bl 1921 | 251,321,213 772,177 -0.03
(7% In terms of Numbers: | 1931 . 278,977,238 | 27,656,025 11.0
& 181M (18 1Cf) , | 1941 318,660,580 39,683,342 14.2
- K\ | 1951 361,088,090 42,427,510 133
<4 | - :
According to 1901 Census: 238M / 294M & |9 _| %271 b 26 v |
% | 1971 | 548,159,652 108,924,881 248 W |
< |
e rding to 1951 Census: 361M | 1981 . 683,329,097 135,169,445 24.7
‘ 1991 | 846,421,039 163,091,942 23.9
The highest decada' growth rate was f 2001 . 1,028,737,436 182,316,397 21.5
24 8% recorded between 1961-1971. -20m 1,210,193,422 181,455,986 17.6
e |
The lowest decadal growth rate was ~0.31%
A Highest Decadal Growth Lowest Decadal Growth

between 1911-1921, known as the
“Year of Great Divide” due to famine.

all 1961-1971: 24.8%

Ba. 1911-1921: -0.31% (Year of Great Divide)
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1.64% o

o Zorhia 3 &7 (2001-2011) 7

1901 238,396,327

17.64% it 1911 252,093,390 13,697,063 5.8
— 1921 —> 251,321,213 ——n -T72,177 ~—>3 0.03
=T F AHYUR W: B ¢ 1931 278,977,238 27,656,025 110
Cm 181 fRiferr (18.1 7E) L0y | 1w mse0se 39,683,342 142
— \< | 1951 361088090 = 42427510 133
1901 &t FFTUMT & SHTAR: | 1961 439,234,771 78146681 | 216 V'
ZW " aotata N\ | 19715 548,159,652 —— 108,924,881 ———> 248 W
1951 % SO & SR 361 A } 1981 683329097 & 135169445 247
~— ——— 1991 | 846,421,039 163,091,942 23.9
A R i qudt fg | 2001 | 1,028,737436 182,316,397 215
1961-1971 & &t 24.8% <t & 718 ot 2011 | 1,210,193,422 181,455,986 17.6
e —— ~ /
" Ha FH A G
l\ﬁ: 1911-1921 & = -0.31% oft, ford A it s e g @ b ondgefonpnlin o
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1*4 SEX RATIO IN INDIA (CENSUS 2001-2011) Je 4

i_ SEX RATIO i j

’ $% "CHILD SEX RATIO (0-6 YEARS)

)

-’

( (Females per 1000 Males) :
| Increased from 933 in 2001 @ Dropped from 927 in 2001 to provisional 914;
‘L8 to 943 in 2011. /  before final Census 2011 figure revised to 919.
‘ ( Category ) i Highest | | 3 _'l\ﬁ ~ Lowest ) (Category ) ' Highest l (\ I?l} Lowest
n Kerala (1084) Haryana (879) R,{; ~ Arunachal Pradesh (972)
%9 State =» Tamil Nadu (996) =» Jammu & Kashmir (889) [@/ State -=» Mizoram Bk (03)
Daman and Diu (618) ﬁ . PN
Puducherry (1037) - Dadra Nagar Haveli (774) Ut Andaman & Nicobar
9 District Mahe (Puducherry) Daman | 9 District (h?'::::_':;‘ gr:::s'h) Jhajjar (Haryana)

All data as per Census 2001; Child Sex Ratio 2011 figure was revised after provisional data.

@ Key Takeaway

@ Kerala leads in overall sex ratio.
@ Arunachal Pradesh leads in child sex ratio (0-6 years).

Haryana records the lowest figures in
both overall and child sex ratios.

but wide regional disparities remain,
especially in Haryana and some UTs.

Sex ratio has improved from 2001 to 2011, ,
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Literacy Rate - Key Facts

Y Literacy is measured for people
" aged 7 and above who can read,

P write, and understand any language.

al

The national literacy rate increased
by 9.2% from 64.83% (2001) to
74.04% (2011).

Male literacy stood at 82.14% and
female literacy was 65.46%.
Difference: 16.68%. )

State / UT / District - Literacy Rate Extremes

Male Literacy Rate |
(2011) kl-\d

82.14% e

"z

Female Literacy Rate

(2011)

65.46%

e e

Highest Lowest
Kerala (94%) -+ Mizoram (91.33%) |, SN (o) o 2%
Lakshadweep (91.33%) Dadra and Nagar Haveli (77.24%)
Serchhip (Mizoram) Alirajpur (Madhya Pradesh)

#,

(w0 ) KeyTakeaway: India's literacy has grown strongly, with men ahead of women,
k- Kerala leading, and Bihar & Rajasthan needing more focus.

™

34

wm-mws@

"Q' Male Literacy Rate (Highest): Kerala

Female Literacy Rate (Highest):
Lakshadweep / Kerala

h Male Literacy Rate (Lowest): Bihar
R Female Literacy Rate (Lowest): Rajasthan

Literacy Category Wise
o Scheduled Caste literacy was 66.1%.
_ ® Scheduled Tribe literacy was 59%.

H
s

N\ Differences Across States < "ﬂl_ \

Rajasthan had the highest difference
between male and female literacy
rates (27.85%).

Jharkhand had the next highest
difference between male and female
literacy rates.

Meghalaya had the least difference,
followed by Kerala.
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POPULATION DENSITY - CENSUS 2011

More People. More Space. Smarter Planning.

I
o8 | Population Density (individuals per square kilometer) /
' ' ' increased from 325 in 2001 to 382 in 2011. wil ll

Density Across Geography

Shows how population is distributed across different administrative levels.

W 2. Union Teritory (UT) Leve
Variation among States Variation among UTs

3. District Level
Variation among Districts

N\ Il ‘\l f \
Category Highest Density 4  Lowest Density | Category Highest Density 4  Lowest Density | Category Highest Density 4 Lowest Density
Bihar (1106 | | | | - |
V State . S ﬁ uT Delhi (11,320) | \ndaman and % District NE Dethi gy
West Bengal Pradesh (17) (M.320) | ucober (46) ethi (Arunachal
- Kerala Pradesh)
’ Highlights States with most and least crowded areas. ‘ ' Shows density extremes among Union Territories. ' Identifies most and least densely populated districts.
s | J
2 (d} ) Why It Matters S -
\ | ‘
ﬂ Better Planning | Balanced Development .‘ Sustainable Future ® & ® Inclusive Policies
i “ Helps allocate resources Supports infrastructure and services Promotes smart growth and '.' Ensures no region or community
where they are needed most. 2 in high-density areas. < ’, better quality of life. is left behind.

)
@ Key Takeaway: India’s population is growing and unevenly distributed. Understanding density helps in building a planned, inclusive and prosperous India. ‘.‘
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377.1 Million Neary one-third o

BL2K) )

cCED
1. Maharashirs Etsmum l

2. Uttar Pradesh 2. Arachal Pradesh | .24 &
3. Tamil Nadu K}

833.1 Million Mere than two- thrds\

of India lives in rural

(68.8%)  areas Pl

[ D |
1. Uttar Pradesh mtsm'

2. Bihar 2. Mizoram
3. West Bengal 3. Goa

Percentage Wise (Rural - I-llghest))

o Himachal Pradesh 89.9% / 8
« Bihar 88.7% \

o Assam 85.92%

e Goa 62.17%
o Tamil Nadu 48.3%
o Kerala 47.7%

*ClundngarhmdhkshadwepmthemosturbmsedUmnTmm ‘
*DamanandDmMstinhMpercentageofmlpopulahm

(ﬂi Scheduled Castes Ve

! Highest: Uttar Pradesh
201M S % Wise Highest: Punjab
- 16.6% @ Lowest: Mizoram

Loftotalpopulatiom ,‘%Wml.mst:Mizoram |

104M mwmw '

of total POP“U'O“ ‘. States with Zero ST Population

| ¥
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1. OVERVIEW

2. POPULATION SHARE TRENDS

Tracks population share of major
religipous groups across six decades
(1951-2011).

P ———————————

HINDUS REMAIN
THE MAJORITY

Share declined slightty
from B4.1% (1951) to
79.80% (2011) but
reman the largest group

Hindus remain the majority; Muslims show

4. POPULATION &

GROWTH AT A GLANCE
Population size (in millions) and decadal

the highest share growth. growth rates (1991-2001 & 2001-2011).
Highest decadal :
Religious Group %1951 %1961 %1971 %1981 %1991 %2001 %20M ‘ h x Religious Populotion b milions Docadel Growth Rste
growth rate:
' : . Groups 931 2001 2011 19932001 2001-20M
BATN  BLASN  B27I% H230% 01.53% BO46N 79.80% al ' / Muslim (24.6%)
“» Least Literates @ Hindy 68745 B27%E AN 2005 "
98% | 1049% 12T 1179%  1261% 1143% A2
23% | 244% | 260%  244%  232%  2M%  230% C matm  0ra0 | a2 N s
‘ Sakhisen svom | 10w | voom | 190m | 100% | 1o0m | 1% 1' Ovistion 1944 2408 27W2 2.0 15.5)
' - Lowest decadal
Buddhiam  074%  074%  OJ0% 070N  O77%  O77% 0Q70% growth rate: @ s W2 | W2 18 wwW .42
_ 046%  046% D48% 047N 040% O041% 03T ‘ \ Jains Bttt | &30 96 808 2054 atd
2 tond < Highest literacy
R EAATNTE i all Spsoisedl Mactdd fessolsd etacnll Mooy s rates amongst all @ Jan 335 LR 4 aa 002 LR
Other rebugians / the communities
Mo religlen J 04T% 045 DA%  04A2%  04e%  072% 09% & = - -y Y o
----- SO e TAKEAwAYS ¥
| | |
- - » - »
+> e Ve - \ / \
* l ‘1 ‘ /l |
L \ 8 / 1y
MUSLIMS SHOW CHRISTIANS SHARE JAINS LEAD IN LITERACY “OTHER / NO RELIGION" DIVERSE. DYNAMIC INDIA
HIGHEST GROWTH IN SHARE STABLE GROWS SHARPLY
Share rose from 9.8% (1951) Maintained around 2.3% share Lowest decadasl growth rate Highest population growth All major communities grow
to 14.23% (2011) and had through the decades with in literacy, indscating already rates (99.93% & 46.66%) In number, WW 'ﬁd‘i s
the highest decadal growth consistent but moderate high literacy levels across but still a small share in rich and evolving religious
in Wteracy (24.6%). growth both periods. 2011 (0.9%). landscape.



wmamtmmﬁmmwmmmmmw.

) 1 s )

qﬂmﬁ ! # mad dfis '
(1951-2011) & R ﬂi é 81 J/

BE Zu! 7 wqE uifife uififs WE %1951 %1961 %1971 %1981 %1991 % 2001

9B 1069% TN TLTSH 1261% 143N 1423% g AR £ g

m!nm(ﬁﬁmd)sﬂzm#a
(1991-2001 3 2001-2011)|

“ ,/| affs e (R ) uﬂqﬁu

% 201 '
& e e e
b 3 o . BAT% B34S% 8273% 8230% 8153% B80.46% nm/ / -ﬁm(za GV A ¥

aom 19912001 2007-20Mm

68765 B2758 966.26 20.35 16.76
|
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(’) POPULATION & PEOPLE OF INDIA

Understanding the movement, composition and characteristics
of India's population.

Shows where people move from and Highlights how people contribute Reflects the linguistic diversity Quick facts that highlight key
L to, shaping population patterns. to the country’s economy. that strengthens India’s unity. ~ demographic features of India.
- / o .
i ' | % of ‘ State with largest Buddhist &
m m (“)  Speakers in 3
Highest Out Migration: . Male Work Force Participation: W) fed ‘ pones ' e e Jain Population: Maharashtra
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar 53.26% _ ' It * State with largest Christian
A English : 129 : 06 Population: Kerala
Female Work Force Participation: (%% Bengali 107 89 :
. : : L 4
R e 25.5% ) i ] R
Maharashtra B aiiiaeen S et Telugu 95 7.8 State with ta ¢
{ ' = * wi rgest Muslim
ﬁ Primary Sector: 54.6% : ;:" Z :: ! Population: Jammu & Kashmir /
* k % of total migrants from Nepal: il = Gujeres | - Uttar Pradesh
15.1% () Unde 63 | 5.2 F Highest % of Hindu Population:
ﬂ Secondary Sector: 24 3% t‘.o Kannada 59 49 ? Himachal Pradesh
O Malayaism 36 29 Highest % of Muslim Population:
: *
4 [Bedetaremi. iasca , t Tertiary Sector:  21.1% = Punjabi 36 3.0 ! Lakshadweep (96.58%)
Sri Lanka: 2.9% ‘ S PP S W "' Assamese 24 : 2.0 It & Demographic Dividend: Working
L Bed) Maithisi 14 1.2 age group (15-64) or (15-59)
=X Senaivt e i e B 5:3] 2024: Census Management and
pe ’ Monitoring System (CMMS)
’ - 5. 1951 CENSUS SNAPSHOT \ ! National Population Policy (NPP)
Lis formulated in 2000; aims for a stable
. racy: lation latio 2045.
Population: 18.33% Sex Ratio: m x:ity‘ POPUISTIN et
361 Million Male: 27.16% 946 17
Female: 8.86%

India’s population story is shaped by movement, work, language, m @ M -
O KEY TAIORaY faith and policies — all working together for a stronger future. G% Jllll

Work Force Language Diversity Growth
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QUESTION: 1

gjice«ovxov N
33|

-

v .R;\M /

Which Viceroy was in office during the first non-synchronous
Census of India in 1872?

1872 B Ugell AFHBITD SH-UHT S IHY HRd & IO

A. Lord Ripon
B. Lord Curzon
QMayo

D. Lord Lytton




Answer C. Lord Mayo




QUESTION: 2

The first complete and synchronous Census in India was conducted

in which year?

YR H Ul QU U4 HSIAd 01 fhd a¥ maifera &t
R

A. 1872

B. 1881 P

C. 1901
D. 1941




Answer B. 1881




QUESTION: 3

Who is known as the “Father of Indian Census”?
ofin ¥
“YRAT ST & S95” & ¥9 H 5 S Srar 82

A. W.C. Plowden

——

B. Henry Walter g

C. Lord Ripon 235

D. Lord Mayo




Answer B. Henry Walter




QUESTION: 4

The Census in India is conducted under which ministry?

YR H F90rET {69 darag & 4= maiforg &t Srdt
22 el

A. Ministry of Statistics =

B. Ministry of Social Justice
(C. Ministr; of Home Affairs

D. Ministry of Rural Development




Answer C.
Ministry of Home Affairs




QUESTION: 5

Which Constitutional Amendment froze the delimitation process

until 20267

few daufae dxny= 3 e ufsrar 3 2026 9@ WG
far

A. 42nd Amendment

B. 73rd Amendment A,(} 8 Z

C. 84th Amendment
D. 91st Amendment




Answer C.
84th Amendment




QUESTION: 6
The decade 1911-1921 is known as the “Year of Great

Divide” because:

QMWﬁ‘Wﬁmmaﬁ"mﬁm

NI ™ —
WTaT 8?

A. Literacy sharply declined @ 3

=

B. Population growth became negative )

————

———_e

C. Migration stopped completely

D. Urbanization increased rapidly




Answer B. Population growth
became negative




QUESTION: 7

Which Union Territory recorded the highest literacy rate in

Census 2011?

SSITOTAT 2011 H fHT HEmid U &1 WIaRAT R
N —

Haifers 42

A. Delhi A

B. Chandigarh

C. Lakshadweep

D. Puducherry




Answer C. Lakshadweep




QUESTION: 8
According to Census 2011, the literacy rate among Scheduled

—————
Trubes was approximately:

Gmwmzou’q‘imwﬂqﬁmmmmaﬂmm
R Y fbat 2 )

A.52% ¢ { L

v
<

C.66.1% —> S C
D. 74%




Answer B. 59%




QUESTION: S

Which state had the highest rural populatic erc

according to Census 2011?

ST 2011 & SER 69 I H# Yo 9681 &1

_2 YT? S
A. Bihar %o, 7 e

B. Assam

(mmachal Pradesh 5

D. Uttar Pradesh
v’




Answer C.
Himachal Pradesh




QUESTION: 10

Which state recorded the highest urban population percentage in
?—-—
Census 20117

STFITOTAT 2011 H {59 390 # W83 SHHST &1 Uia=a 9aiius

M‘_—

q7?

A. Kerala e
B. Maharashtra o
C. Tamil Nadu




Answer D.
GOA




QUESTION: 11

The highest percentage of Scheduled Tribe population was

“‘Q\BQ\Q/A\ recorded in: -
¢ %gc W,\)\Q\,\dq T ST S-S &1 gaifus® ufawrd $el gof fbar
T AUT?

A. Mizoram

PUV\:)O\\O B. Meghalaya
{ C. Lakshadwee;y

D. Arunachal Pradesh




Answer C. Lakshadweep




QUESTION: 12

Which state had the highest male-female literacy gap according
to Census 2011?

SITUMET 2011 & ATHAR TSU-ATGAT JI&RAT 3R gad
s e day

A. Bihar
Qkajasthanj/
C. Jharkhand
D. Uttar Pradesh




Answer B. Rajasthan




QUESTION: 13

The term “Demographic Dividend” refers to:

TIPS I ATHIR” e BT 3 T T 8?

A. Declining birth rate \/_

B. Increase in elderly population ¢
LA
@ Rise in working-age populatioD -

.

D. Decrease in literacy rate \{\




Answer C.
Rise in working-age population




QUESTION: 14

Which state receives the highest in-migration in India?

YRd ¥ Jaiftre sia.vara fPa g A glar g2
B i i
A. GuErat
G. Maharasht@/
C. Delhi

D. Karnataka




Answer B. Maharashtra




QUESTION: 15

The National Population Policy (NPP) was formulated in:

u@nm'—i’rﬁmmﬁmaﬁmnﬁzﬁv

A. 1991

B. 1995 m ?
G Y U5 I

D. 2005




Answer C. 2000




QUESTION: 16

Which article of the Constitution is related to the Delimitatio

= —

Commission?

AU BT -1 e URHTH T | Heaftda g2

A. Article 81
e
@rticle 82 D

C. Article 83

D. Article 85




Answer B. Article 82




QUESTION: 17

According to Census 2011, India’s population density was:

SITUMAT 2011 ¥ IR HR BT RIS U [aT AT?

—
A. 324 persons/sq km
@38;;mons/sq % CG ‘\( wg)

C. 421 persons/sq km I

D. 450 persons/sq km L




Answer B.
382 persons/sq km




